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and Benjamin. 13 And these shall stand for the curse on Mount Ebal: Reuben, Gad, Asher,.
Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali, 14 The Levites shall speak up and say to every man of Israel, in a
loud voice:

15 ‘Accursed is the man who will make a graven or molten image, an abomination of HASHEM,
acraftsman’s handiwork, and emplace it in secret.’ And the entire people shall speak up and say,
‘Amen,’

16 ‘Accursed is one who degrades his father or mother.' And the entire people shall say, ‘Amen,”

17 ‘Accursed is one‘who moves the boundary of his fellow.’ And the entire people shall say,
‘Amen.’

18 ‘Accursed is one who causes a blind person to go astray on the road,’ And the entire people
shall say, ‘Amen,’ )

19 ‘Accursed is one who perverts a judgment of a proselyte, orphan, or widow.' And the entire
people shall say, ‘Amen.’

20 ‘Accursed is one who lies with the wife of his father, for he will have uncovered the robe of
his father.’ And the entire people shall say, ‘Amen.’

21 ‘Accursed is one who lies with any animal.’ And the entire people shall say, ‘Amen.’

2 ‘Accursed is one who lies with his sister, the da
mother.’ And the entire people shall say, ‘Amen.’ ¢

2 ‘Accursed is one who lies with his mother-in-law.’ And the entire people shall say, ‘Amen"

24 ‘Accursed is one who strikes his fellow stealthily.’ And'the entire people shall say, ‘Amen,’

 ‘Accursed Is one who takes a bribe to kill a person of innocent blood.’ And the entire people
shall say, ‘Amen.’

Accursed is one who will not uphold the words of this Torah, to

entire people shall say, Amen,’"
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ls 26 op1"&Y % — Who will not uphold. The nation accepted |
a curse upon anyone who does not uphold all of the Torah
'(Rashi). Ramban explains this to mean that every Jew must”
accept the Torah’s validity in full, and dare not claim that
even one of its commandments is not relevant. However, this
curse is not imposed on any Jew who commits a sin, only on
one who denies that a part of the Torah is God given or
~= relevant.

Ramban cites approvingly a view in the Jerusalem Talmud
(Sotah 7:4) that this curse applies to anyone who can influ-
ence others to be loyal to the Torah, but does not care to do
so, especially people in positions of authority, who have the
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[Rafiban quotes two additional interpretations of this verse from the Jerusalem Talmud:}

“nvz1 XY W e npton mYYINet - But in the Talmud Yerushalmi in Tractate Sofah I saw the
following: The verse states: one wko does not upholdthe.words of this Torah.  nYsha wn w13 —
Is there then a falling Torah that it must be held up?! 3 1y MIN P2 12 YR 31— Rabbi
Shimon ben Yakim says: This refers to the sexton  Jv1 by 17 ma iy mix Kpnbn 13 1ivaw a0 -

gRabbi Shimon ben Chalafta says: This refers to the earthly courf. ow3 Ny 37 1m 213
oy 9y Ty ImwRY ¥y 13 990 Sy Sxmw — For Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav Huna,
who said in the name of Shmuel:* It was rning this matter that Josiah rent his garments
and said, “It is incumbent upon me to uphold.”®  xwn 93 DiINYR %97 BYR XpK 137 — Rabbi Asa
said in the name of Rabbi Tanchum bar Chiya:  x%) pruya® 113 Rep mp) ey ey M) mb
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[Ramban explains the latter explanation of this Yerushalmi:4t]
vy R ma AN R WAT - [The Sages] thus expound this verse’s “upholding” as
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who have the power to uphold (i.e., enforce) the
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However, R” Moshe Sofer notes that the obligation to admonish the people is

conditional upon the times in which one lives. It is valid for a generation that
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v)i&list_en, but not valid for a generation that is not ready to listen. The Talmud
(Yevamos 65b) teaches that just as it is a mitzvah to admonish people who are
likely to be receptive, so too it is a mitzvah to refrain when they reject preachings.
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What does the Torah command us to do in such times? The Ohr
HaChaim continues his elucidation of the verse:

s “Gather it inside your house.” Gather those straying, wandering
\souls into your house — the beis hamidrash [study hall] — and (_

/ teach them Torah and mitzvos. “It shall remain with you until /'

“your Brother inquires after it.” Hashem will eventually gather
up these souls, and consider it as if you returned them to Him.

You cannot imagine the debt of gratitude a parent feels toward
someone who returns his or her lost child. Out of supreme grati-
tude, they would literally do anything for the person. Extrapolate
once again to Hashem. How must He feel when He sees someone
returning one of His lost children, and how willing is He to do
anything for that person?
~) The Talmud states that if a person teaches Torah to the son of an
Torah-ignorant person, Hashem grants him the ability to nullify
aHJainml decrees, as the prophet Yirmiyahu said, “Im totzi yakar
mizoleil — if you shall bring forth an upright person from a sinner,

Kefi tihiyeh — then you shall be like My own mouth” (Yirmiyahu

T5:19).
Astonishingly, Hashem is so grateful to those who return lost

souls to Him that He rewards them by giving them as much power
to nullify decrees as He has to make them.

% Torah mentions the mitzvah of hashavas aveidah several
times, one of which is in Parashas Ki Seitzei (Devarim 22:1-2). “You
shall not see the ox of your brother or his sheep or goat cast off, and

hide yourself from them; hasheiv teshiveim le’achicha — you shall
gurely return them to your brother. If your brother is not near you
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and you do not know him, then gather it inside your house, and it
shall remain with you until your brother i inquires after it, and you
return it to him.”

In his commentary to these verses, the Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh
. Writes that “ox, sheep, and goat” are actually references to pegple

\ who are no more knowledgeable (in terms of Torah knowledge))

t an animals. When vou find such a

teous as “brothers” — do not hide yourself. Don't turn a blind eye
toward the “castaways,” the unfortunate souls who have become
7 estranged from Hashem. Return them to your “Brother,” Hashem.

& g Parshas Ki Savo [409]

master.® As true servants of Hashem, we must encourage others

(O
“your brother” — a reference to Hashem, who relates to the rlgh- )

to serve Hashem along with us. However, we must do so with
purity of heart and not because we would like to feel important

~
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or become known. We should reach out to others out of a sense of bopb BIK N A wIvEY mm 4

humility.
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_ There is great reward awaiting one who upholds the Torah in .
such a way. The Tanna D'vei Eliyahu (8) thus tells of Elkanah who |
(used to meander through the towns four times a year to gather /
people and encourage them to come with him to the Mishkan. It
was partly in this merit that the prophet Shmuel was born from
him.
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